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responsible people with positive savagery. And
foreigners are not prohibited from expressing
their honest opinions, I have already men-
tioned that not only did the national news-
papers leave my articles uncensored, even when
I deplored certain intolerances or excessive
Stalin-worship, or when I demanded more
light on the conduct of an important political
trial; what is more., they took pains to repro-
duce as faithfully as possible in the translation
every nuance of these very passages, negative
as they were. The prominent national per-
sonalities whom I met were without exception
more interested in criticism than in indis-
criminating praise. They like to measure their
own achievement with that of the West, and
they measure correctly, often all too cor-
rectly, and when their own work falls short of
that of the West they do not hesitate to admit
it. Indeed, they often overrate Western achieve-
ments to their own disadvantage. But when a
foreigner indulges in petty and inconsequent
fault-finding, and loses sight of the value of the
whole achievement in unimportant short-
comings, Soviet people quickly lose patience,
while empty hypocritical compliments they